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The Presonus StudioLive 16.0.2 is a 16 channel digital mixing desk, suitable for both studio and live use. To complement our Mackie

sound system Adam was kind enough to buy MicroLight one of these in July 2012, and it is the only desk we have used for our live

gigs since then. It is the cheapest of the Presonus range currently available, and is priced at £899.

Quite simply put, this is the best bit of kit we have ever brought, and it has revolutionised the way we gig. It has meant that we no

longer need a heavy rack full of gate, compression and EQ gear, it has made setting up and sound checking an easy process, and

most importantly it has massively improved the sound quality and mix definition that we are able to produce in a live environment. If

you haven’t brought one yet, here is why you should:

The first thing you notice when you unbox this is the size of the desk. It is tiny considering what it can do, and well under half the

footprint of our old analogue Yamaha desk. It is also light weight, at just 7Kg. This combines to make it one of the easiest pieces of

kit we have to move around and carry between gigs, and a great replacement for the old rack we used to lug around. We

decided to custom flight case ours, and it is a good idea to protect kit such as this, especially when it is digital.

The mixing desk is made up of 8 mono and 4 stereo channels, with Presonus counting each stereo channel as two inputs, hence the

16 channel total. In reality you get 12 wholly independent channels, with a dedicated input gain, volume slider and effects section

for each. Ideally I would prefer a 16 channel desk to have 16 independent channels, but in reality it is often useful to double up

mono inputs anyway, to get a stereo source anyway. You can for example, run two overhead drum microphones into the same

stereo channel, with one in the left input and one in the right. This can then give you a slight stereo pan on the drums, which can

help space out the mix. It does of course only give you one input gain and slider to control the volumes of both microphones, so

you need to be precise with the height you set the microphones at, or you will end up with one side louder than the other. For

bands with lots of members, or who microphone up each individual drum, the 24 channel version of this desk may be more

appropriate.
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The back panel contains all of the input/outputs to keep the face of the desk clean and clear. This is a nice way to keep things

neat, and keeps all of the cables at the rear. You get a XLR and jack input for each of the channels, as well as RCA inputs for the

last two. The main outputs are all XLR, although the aux outputs are jack connectors.

On the main front panel the desk features a High Pass Filter, Gate, Compressor and EQ for each channel and when setup properly,

these combine to contribute towards the crisp, clear sound that the desk gives. It is easy to setup each setting; you simply select the

channel, and use the LED screen to set the different parameters. The desk comes with some presets, which you can load up for

things such as ‘Male Vocals’ and ‘Kick Drum’. We found these a time saving starting point, although we did have to tweak them to

get the personalized sound that we love. You can also apply these effects to the main mix, which can be useful for quickly

changing your setup to match the dynamics of different rooms.

Below the LED screen you find the volume sliders, which are the only part of this desk that has a slightly cheap feel. The sliders really

don’t offer much resistance as you slide them. Personally, I prefer the reassuring resistance that analogue desks give you on the

sliders, it somehow makes them feel of better quality, and make it easier to make minute adjustments.

On the lower right hand side, the desk has 4 aux outputs, which we make use of as our four personal monitor outputs. These aux

outputs are again totally independent, and you can adjust how much of each channel goes to each aux, without affecting the

main mix. It is as simple as selecting your aux, and adjusting the lights on the LED screen for each channel.

The top right hand side the desk features an LCD screen, which allows you to save all of your settings into one of the many storage

spaces, and to give them unique names. We have used this to save ‘scenes’, as Presonus calls them, for practice, inside gigs, and

outside gigs. When you recall a scene, the LED panel across the center lights up to show you how high you need to set each slider

to get back to the way you saved it. This is a great feature, and gives you a defined starting point for each sound check. Motorised

faders that did this automatically would be nice, but I don’t think you will ever get that for this price bracket.

Finally, in addition to the usual inputs/outputs you would expect on the back panel, you will find dual firewire outputs. This allows you

to record a live, multitrack recording to a DAW such as Cubase or Logic. The potential of this really excites me; we can record a live

gig straight to a laptop, go home, and with some slight tweaks to volume and effects on the laptop have a professional level live

recording. We then overdub the sound recorded by the desk, to a video recorded by a camcorder, and there you have a high

quality video recording of your gigs, with top quality audio on top.

CONCLUSION: As I said at the start, this desk has revolutionized the way we do things. It took us a full weekend to really setup

properly and save all of our settings, but when this was done sound checking each week became a breeze. The sound quality you

can achieve is amazing, and at £899 this is an outstanding price. The other desks from Presonus come with various sub outputs, but

this ramps up the price, and I seriously question the value of the additional expense over a desk of this quality. The 24.4.2 for

example, is £2000 more expensive than this.

RATING: 5 stars out of 5
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